THE JOURNEY TO CALVARY
Matthew 26:1-13
As we come to this passage of scripture this morning we are looking toward the cross. Having now completed His public ministry of preaching, teaching, and healing, Jesus now turned His full attention to the ultimate purpose for which He had come into the world. While Christ ministered to people in a multitude of ways, He had one monumental mission. Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). His mission was to go to the cross where He would lay down His life for the sins of the whole world. From this point on, our Lord’s focus would be upon the cross.       

The cross of Christ is the focal point of human history. The cross of Christ is the central theme of all of the Bible. The cross of Christ is where sinners like you and me can meet God and be forgiven of our sins.
If it were not for the cross, had Jesus not gone to the cross and died there for our sins, we would all be helplessly, hopelessly lost. Praise God, Jesus loved us enough that He was willing to give His life on the cross to make atonement for our sin.

In our text this morning we see our precious Savior preparing to make His journey to Calvary.
I. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Cross (Matthew 26:1-2)
First, Jesus announced the timing of the cross. In verse 2 we read, “He said to His disciples, ‘You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”
Jesus told His disciples that He was going to be crucified at the Feast of the Passover. The Passover was an annual Jewish feast. It was a celebration of God's delivering the children of Israel from their bondage in the land of Egypt.

After many years laboring under the yoke of slavery in Egypt, the Israelites began to cry out to God for deliverance. God spoke to an eighty-year-old shepherd named Moses and instructed him to go before Pharaoh and demand that he set God’s people free, but Pharaoh refused. God sent plague after plague upon the land and the people of Egypt, and still Pharaoh refused to allow Israel to go free. Then the Lord spoke to Moses again, and He said, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out of here altogether. About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt; and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals” (Exodus 11:1, 4-5). 
Then God instructed Moses to have all the people of Israel take a lamb, slaughter that lamb, and apply the blood of the lamb over the lintel and the doorposts of their homes. The Lord said, “When the death angel comes into the land of Egypt and sees the blood of the lamb, he will pass over that particular house. All those who are under the blood of the lamb will be saved from death.” And so the Feast of the Passover commemorated that night when the death angel passed over the houses of the Israelites on the basis of the shed blood of the Passover lamb. 

God’s timing is always perfect. Jesus announced that He was going to be crucified during the Feast of Passover. On the very day when all of Israel would be remembering that night when their people were delivered from bondage and saved from death because of the sacrifice of a lamb, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was going to offer up His own life as a sacrifice. 
Jesus would literally become the Passover lamb. First Corinthians 5:7 says, "For indeed Christ, our Passover, was offered for us." When Jesus came to be baptized of John the Baptist, John declared, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."
Jesus is the Lamb of God. He is the lamb whose precious atoning blood was poured out at Calvary's cross to set us free from the penalty and power of sin. And so Jesus said, the time of His sacrificial death on the cross would be the Passover.

But, not only did Jesus announce the timing of the cross, He also announced the tragedy of the cross. He said the “Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” The word translated “delivered” is from a Greek word which literally means to betray. Judas, who was one of the twelve. Judas, who had walked with the Lord Jesus Christ in the three years of His earthly ministry. This man who had seen his miracles, heard His messages, and been as close to the Lord Jesus Christ as anyone who ever lived, would betray Jesus for a handful of silver. How would you like to go down in history as the man who betrayed the Son of God. To this day we have a word that is synonymous with betrayal. When someone betrays another we call them a Judas. 

Humanly speaking, what Judas did was despicable. But we must remember that this was all a part of the plan of God for our redemption. At the age of twelve Jesus told His parents, “Did you not know that I must be about my Fathers business” (Luke 2:49). What was the Father’s business that brought Jesus into this world? Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” Luke 19:10). The only way for Christ to save those who are lost (that’s you and me) was to go to a cross and sacrifice His own life to make atonement for our sin. 

I want point out something very important here. Even as Jesus announced the timing and the tragedy of the cross, He was aware of the triumph of the cross. From a human standpoint, the cross was a tragedy. But Jesus knew the cross would ultimately bring triumph; the triumph of God over sin, death, and hell for all who would trust Him as their Savior. 

And so we see here the Announcement of the cross. But then in verses 3-5 we see the Arrangements before the cross.

II. The ARRANGEMENTS before the Cross (Matthew 26:3-5)
Even as Jesus spoke these words, wicked men were making arrangements behind the scenes for Him to be crucified on the cross. Who were these men? We are told in verse three that they were “the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas.” 
Notice that these men were the religious leaders of that day. They were members of the religious hierarchy. They had already decided what they were going to do with Jesus. Verse 4 says they “plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him.” The word “trickery” comes from the Greek dolos (dol'-os), a word that was used to describe the baiting of a trap. They were plotting to trap Jesus some way in order to have him put to death. What a sad day had come in Israel, when the very men who were supposed to lead the people before God and bring people into the presence of God were plotting to crucify the Son of God, Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us in John 1:11, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”
Don’t miss this very important point. God Himself ordained the cross. Jesus did not die because of the plans of wicked men. Christ died on the cross of Calvary because it was the purpose and plan of a Holy God for the redemption of mankind.

Turn with me to the second chapter of Acts. The Apostle Peter is preaching that great Pentecostal sermon. Find Acts 2:23. 

Simon Peter is preaching about the death of Jesus, and he says in verse 23, "Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death." It was wicked, lawless hands of men that put Him on that cross. But, it was the “determined purpose and foreknowledge of God” that Jesus Christ would die on that cross.

We see the Announcement of the cross.  We see the Arrangements before the cross.  And then in verses 6-13 we see the Anointing for the cross.
III. The ANOINTING for the cross (Matthew 26:6-13)
In just a matter of hours Jesus would be in hostile hands and they will take Him to a cross and kill Him, but now in these final hours before the cross, He's in the presence of people who want to show their love and devotion to Him. 
Verse 6 says that, "Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper." Who was this Simon of Bethany? Some people think he was the father of Mary and Martha and Lazarus. Other people believe he was the husband of Mary or Martha. The fact is we really don't know. He is referred to here as Simon the Leper. Here is a man who at one time was stricken by the horrible disease of leprosy. Leprosy in that day wasn’t just a dreadful, disfiguring disease, it was a death sentence. But Simon the leper had been healed by the Lord Jesus. He was so thankful for what Jesus had done for him and wanted the Lord to come into His house so he could express his love and appreciation. 

In verse 7 we are told, “A woman came to Him.” Now, we know who that woman was because over in the 12th chapter of the Gospel of John we have a parallel account, and we're told that this woman was none other than Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus. The thing about Mary is that every time you read about her in the Bible you find that she is at the feet of Jesus. 
There are three scenes in the life of Mary and in each one of them she is at the feet of Jesus. In Luke 10 we read about Jesus coming into the home of Mary and Martha. While Martha was in the kitchen preparing a meal for her guests, Mary was reclining in the living room. Martha was in the kitchen getting all hot and bothered and banging pots and pans around, while Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to His word. Martha, bless her heart, wanted to be a blessing. Mary was looking for a blessing, and she knew where to find that blessing – at the feet of Jesus. And then in John 11 we read about the occasion when Martha and Mary’s brother Lazarus was gravely ill. They had sent word to Jesus to come before it was too late, but their brother died before Jesus got there. When Jesus finally arrives, Mary goes out to meet Him and falls at His feet and tells Him about the death of her brother. It was at the feet of Jesus that she brought her burden. And here in Matthew 26 we read about Mary coming to Jesus once again, this time to anoint His head and feet with expensive perfume (John 12:3). At the feet of Jesus, she offers her best.

There’s a lesson here for you and me. We'll find our blessing at the feet of Jesus. We can bring our burdens to the feet of Jesus. And we are to offer our best at the feet of Jesus. Mary had learned where every child of God ought to live. We ought to live at the feet of Jesus.

Verse 7 says that Mary came to Jesus, “having an alabaster flask.”
An alabaster flask was a long-necked bottle made out of material that resembled marble. In order to prevent evaporation of the precious ointment the opening of the flask would be tightly sealed. The only way to open it was to break the long, thin, neck of the flask. Once it was broken you had to use its entire contents. 
Verse 7 goes on to tell us that the alabaster flask was filled with “very costly fragrant oil.” Most likely it was an exotic perfume called nard that was imported from India. We know from Mark's gospel that this fragrant oil represented an entire year's wages. It would take a year working and saving all your money to buy what was in that alabaster flask. That's pretty expensive perfume, isn’t it?

Mary was so overwhelmed with feelings of love for her Lord, that she took a flask of very, very expensive perfume, and emptied the entire contents on the head and feet of Jesus. She didn't even think about it. She just emptied the whole thing. 
What a lavish expression of love. Listen folks, when it comes to expressing our love for Jesus, nothing is too extravagant, or too good. I don’t believe you can love Jesus too much! Mary understood that. She was giving her best to Jesus because she understood that in the not too distant future, Jesus Christ was going to give His best for her on the cross. 

Now, notice the response of the disciples in verses 8 and 9. The disciples were thrilled and inspired by Mary’s lavish expression of love. Is that the way your Bible reads? No, neither does mine. The text says, “But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.”

If this had been the Pharisees responding in this manner we wouldn’t be too surprised. That was par for the course for them. But verse 8 says, "When His disciples saw it..." If there was anyone who should have appreciated Mary’s gift and understood how appropriate it really was in light of the incredible sacrifice Jesus was about to make on the cross it was the Lord’s own disciples! If their hearts were right they would have been rejoicing. And yet the bible says when His disciples saw this beautiful expression of love for the Lord they were indignant.  "Why this waste?" they asked. Isn’t that amazing? 
They just didn’t get it. Mary got it. She understood Jesus’ mission. She knew where He was headed. Mary had listened carefully to the Lord’s words. Because she had listened, Mary knew that soon Jesus would give His life on the cross. Instead of anointing His body after His death, she did so before His death as an act of faith and love. Look again at verse 12. Jesus said, "For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for my burial."
Jesus was on a journey to the cross. It was a journey which began in a cradle in Bethlehem and culminated on a lonely hill called Calvary. 
Why the cross?  Why did Jesus have to make that awful journey to Calvary?
First of all, Jesus died on the cross to declare the judgment of God upon all sin. 

There are three great spiritual truths we need to remember when contemplating God’s purpose for the cross of Christ. The first great truth is this - God is holy. The prophet Isaiah describes the scene in heaven where the angels around the throne of God continually cry out "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" (Isaiah 6:3) God is holy. That means He is completely without sin. Nor can He have any fellowship with sin.

Here is the second great spiritual truth – all men are sinners before God. The bible tells us in Romans chapter 3 that "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23).  You can find all kinds of men in this world: white men, black men, young men, old men, short men, tall men, rich men, poor men, wise men, foolish men, good men, and bad men, but there is one kind of man you will never ever find.  You will never find a man or woman, a boy or girl, who has not sinned.  Every person in this room is a sinner.  The Bible says, “there is none right is, no, not one.” 
The third great spiritual truth is this – the penalty for sin is death. In Rom. 6:23 we read, “For the wages of sin is death.”  Ezek. 18:20 tells us, "The soul who sins shall die."
Now if every soul has sinned, and we have; and the penalty for sin is death, that means there are only two options:  Either you and I will die in our sins, or someone else must die for our sins.  That is where Christ comes in.

On the cross of Calvary Jesus gave His life to satisfy the righteous judgment of God upon our sins. When He cried out from the cross with his dying breath, “it is finished,” the debt of our sin was marked “paid in full,” signed with the precious blood of Jesus.

Someone put it this way – I owed a debt I could not pay, He paid a debt He did not owe.  Isaiah wrote, “He has borne our grief and carried our sorrows…Smitten by God, and afflicted. He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4-5).

But there’s a second reason Jesus went to the cross. He went to the cross to demonstrate the love of God for all sinners.  

Many people refuse to believe in the God of love because they haven’t seen the love of God. Listen, if you want to see the love of God, just look to the cross. The cross is all you need to know about the love of god.  No matter what else happens in this world you can be absolutely certain of this, God loves you.  In fact, He loves you so much He sent His Son, Jesus, to die for you on the cross so that you might be saved from your sins.  The bible says in 1 John 4:10, "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins."  Paul wrote in Romans 5:8, "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  

Jesus willingly exchanged heavens glory for earth’s gloom, His royal robe for swaddling clothes, His lofty throne for a lowly manger, His Kingly crown for a criminal’s cross; and all because of His great love for you and me.

Conclusion and Invitation,
Next Sunday we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Praise God we serve a risen Savior. But before we rejoice over the empty tomb we need to remember the old rugged cross. There is an old hymn that says, “The way of the cross leads home.”  If you want to be forgiven of your sins, you have to go by way of the cross.  If you want to receive God’s free gift of salvation, you have to go by way of the cross.  If you want to know for certain that you have a home in heaven, you have to go by the way of the cross.

Lost friend, Jesus Christ went to Calvary for you. He died for your sins on the cross. He died for you because He loves you and wants to save you. Why don’t you open your heart today and receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  There is room at the cross for you!
Christian, Jesus loved you more than His own life. You can never love Him too much. He gave you the very best that He had to give. You can never give Jesus too much. Why don’t you tell Jesus how much you love Him? And then demonstrate your love by giving Him your best. 
